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India-Qatar Relations: Growing yet Stagnant?
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India-Qatar relations have come a long way since the two nations established diplomatic
ties in 1973. Despite a slow start, relations between the two countries have improved
significantly in recent years, driven by shared economic interests and increasing
cooperation in areas such as energy, defence, and culture. This article examines the
trajectory of India-Qatar relations and the factors that have shaped their development.
Within the broader theoretical framework of Complex Interdependence, this study
analyses the economic and geopolitical factors driving India's engagement with
Qatar, as well as the role of cultural and people-to-people ties in strengthening the
relationship. It also considers the challenges that have impeded progress in India-Qatar
relations, including regional tensions and political differences. Despite the promising
growth in India-Qatar relations, this article argues that the relationship remains largely
stagnant in the political and strategic domain, with Qatar's independent policymaking
contributing to India's inhibitions to pursue a relationship more forcefully beyond
economic transactions.
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