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Religious Usages of Social Media: Redefining Religious Authority
in Morocco
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The main question of this study revolves around the nature of religious uses of social
networks and their relationship to religious authority. We hypothesized that young
people adapt technology to serve their requirements, and that their religious uses
lead to a change in positions of authority with the emergence of religious influencers.
We used an online questionnaire for 80 young Moroccan Respondents. Based on
its outputs, we identified the most popular influencer and observed the content of
his Facebook page. We concluded that religious uses of social media are multiplied
according to the individuals' requirements, who are fully aware of the purposes of
such uses, as individuals who can adapt technology to meet their needs. These uses
have resulted in the emergence of "religious influencers on the network", who have
contributed to the redefinition of religious authority, so that it is no longer centralized
in the hands of a formal or informal, traditional or modern religious institute, but
rather negotiable, leading to a change in its positions, which we have called "the
decentralization of religious authority".
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2016), p. 20.
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sciences sociales: Un état des lieux," Population, vol. 65, no. 2 (2010), p. 312.
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Edition PUE, 2010), p. 8.
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