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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with
other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS
employs resident researchers and administrative staff
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct
research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the main
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and
citizen today.
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The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) is an
independent institute for learning and research in
the fields of Social Sciences, Humanities, Public

Administration and Development Economics in Doha.

Through its academic programs and the research
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve its
mission of contributing to the formation of a new
generation of academics and intellectually independent
researchers who are proficient in international
scholarship standards and modern interdisciplinary
research methodologies and tools, and leading
professionals who can advance human knowledge and
respond to the needs of the Arab region, resulting in

social, cultural and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub
that will benefit the Arab region in particular. The
Institute supports academic research that deals with
Arab issues, in an atmosphere of institutional and

intellectual freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha
Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language to facilitate
its students and faculty members in their research of
the most important current issues related to the Arab
world and the wider international community. The
involvement of students in the most important research

projects is at the heart of the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and primary
language for education and research. English serves
as an accompaniment to Arabic, with both languages

used in presenting and research.
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The right to be digitally forgotten is one of the rights that emerged as a result of the digital
revolution, which included a transformation in the nature of rights and mechanisms of regulating
them. This right which is considered an individual's right to erase his personal data previously
created on the internet, aims to prevent a person's past from being used randomly in public. This
right is took on its final meaning and unique nature with the development in the relationships in
the digital world and the recognition of the risks arising from misusing the personal data in the
business world. This rights turns out to be essential to avoid any threats related to human dignity,
stability and social security. Initially, this right was intended to protect the users' privacy. Later
on, it was extended on the purpose to apply the prescription right of corporates' rights in order
exploit the users' personal data. Nowadays, it gives the users the right to retract their consent
from previous contract. The right to be forgotten is no longer merely a link between the past
and the present of the individual, but it is included in the margins of personal authority over
information. Putting forward this right is essential to create balance among all stakeholders on
the internet and to limit their active powers. In addition, regulating this right is no more under
the State exclusivity. The positive law has been reinterpreted in light of the voluntarist and realistic
theories. Soft law has become a competitor to formal laws in achieving the desired balance.

The Right to be Digitally Forgotten, Digital World, Internet Governance, Positive
Law, Soft Law.

A5l dsaladl &y loYly dewliad] pgl=lly 3sd=rl 4JS 3 polome B3kl *
Lecturer, Faculty of Law and Political and Administrative Sciences, Lebanese University.
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1 David Dechenaud (dir.), Le droit a ['oubli numérique, Données

normatives: Approche comparée (Bruxelles: Lacier, 2015).

2 Court of Justice of the European Union, Google Spain SL & Google
Inc. v Agencia Espaiiola de Proteccion de Datos (AEPD) and Mario Costeja
Gonzilez, Case C-131/12, Judgment of 13 May 2014 (ECLI:EU:C:2014:317),
accessed on 4/6/2025, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BP1j
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Reéglement général sur la protection des données (RGPD) de 1'Union
européenne, Réglement (UE) 2016/679 du Parlement européen et du Conseil
du 27 avril 2016 relatif a la protection des personnes physiques a l'égard du
traitement des données a caractére personnel et a la libre circulation de ces

données, et abrogeant la directive 95/46/CE, applicable depuis le 25 mai 2018.
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This study examines the management of ethnic and social diversity in the military by
comparing the United States of America, a reference case, and Saudi Arabia, which is still
in an early stage of institutionalization. It uses a military-sociological approach, which
posits that the military reflects the socio-cultural structure of society. It focuses on four
key societal indicators: ethnicity, gender, sectarian affiliation, and tribal identity. It argues
that the effectiveness of diversity management depends on integrating both normative
(legislation and policies) and practical (implementation) levels, while accounting for
the societal specificity of each case. The US experience shows that the presence of both
normative and practical frameworks does not necessarily yield an ideal type, due to
persistent representation challenges, particularly at senior military ranks. In contrast,
the Saudi case is characterized by the absence of a clear normative framework and the
novelty of the experience, despite emerging indicators of openness, especially after 2017.
The study concludes that managing diversity is not merely a social demand, but also a
prerequisite for strengthening military effectiveness and institutional cohesion.
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The main question of this study revolves around the nature of religious uses of social
networks and their relationship to religious authority. We hypothesized that young
people adapt technology to serve their requirements, and that their religious uses
lead to a change in positions of authority with the emergence of religious influencers.
We used an online questionnaire for 80 young Moroccan Respondents. Based on
its outputs, we identified the most popular influencer and observed the content of
his Facebook page. We concluded that religious uses of social media are multiplied
according to the individuals' requirements, who are fully aware of the purposes of
such uses, as individuals who can adapt technology to meet their needs. These uses
have resulted in the emergence of "religious influencers on the network", who have
contributed to the redefinition of religious authority, so that it is no longer centralized
in the hands of a formal or informal, traditional or modern religious institute, but
rather negotiable, leading to a change in its positions, which we have called "the
decentralization of religious authority".

Religious Usage, Social Media, Religious Authority, Religious Influencers.
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This study examines the impact of post-truth discourse during the 2019 Sudanese
Revolution and the subsequent transitional period, as well as the role played by social
media platforms in promoting this discourse and mobilizing broad segments of the
population behind it. The study also explores the susceptibility of social media users
to follow false news in contrast to their engagement with factual reporting. It argues
that the Sudanese Revolution and the transitional phase (2019-2023) coincided with
the emergence of a new media landscape rooted in a politically and socially divided
environment, characterized by diverse perspectives and the growing influence of
social media. These platforms played positive roles in the dynamics of the revolution,
significantly contributing to the mobilization of large popular groups to participate
in demonstrations and sit-ins that ultimately led to the regime's overthrow. However,
they also generated confusion and uncertainty among these groups due to the rise
of post-truth discourse fueled by fake news, which in turn intensified polarization
among revolutionary youth and activists.

Sudanese Revolution, Post-Truth, Social Media, Disinformation, Transitional
Period.
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Drawing on data from the 2024/ 2025 Arab Opinion Index, this paper explores
evolving public attitudes toward social media across 14 Arab countries. It examines how
individuals use digital platforms to acquire and engage with news as well as political and
social discourse, especially in the context of ongoing regional conflicts. The findings
reveal high levels of reliance on social media for information, alongside growing concerns
about misinformation, censorship, and cultural harm. Despite widespread support for
content regulation, many continue to use these platforms for discussing political and
social issues. The paper underscores the complexity of digital awareness and engagement
in the Arab region and calls for more qualitative research to unpack public views on
censorship, freedom of expression, and the impact of social media on political awareness
and democratic values.

Arab Index, Social Media, Misinformation, Censorship, Freedom of Expression.
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This essay argues for a paradigm shift in the study of the Internet and digital/social
media. Big data analytics is the dominant paradigm. It receives large amounts of
funding, is administrative and a form of digital positivism. Critical social media
research is an alternative approach that combines critical social media theory, critical
digital methods and critical-realist social media research ethics. Strengthening the
second approach is a material question of power in academia.
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