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Surveillance Studies (2002-2024):
Trends, Transformations, and Lessons for Political Science
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This article explores Surveillance Studies through an analysis of research articles published
in Surveillance & Society between 2002 and 2024. It identifies major trends in the field
by addressing three key questions: the factors underlying its emergence; the dominant
trajectories of its research agenda; and the extent to which the field has critically challenged
- or alternatively legitimized - surveillance discourse. To capture shifts over time, the period
is divided into three phases, highlighting the role of changing social and political contexts in
shaping evolving conceptions of surveillance. The findings suggest that Surveillance Studies
emerged in response to the need to understand increasingly pervasive forms of surveillance,
initially framed through a predominantly Panoptic lens and closely linked to concerns over
privacy rights. They further reveal indicate that the field has been dominated by a critical
and normative orientation. More recent scholarship, however, calls for greater openness
to new approaches capable of overcoming the stagnation associated with mainstream
Surveillance Studies. The study concludes by outlining how Political Science can engage
more substantively in advancing the field.

Surveillance Studies, Sociology, Political Science, Panopticon, Privacy, Digital
Surveillance, Algorithmic Governmentality.
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6  Didier Bigo, "Globalized (In)Security: The Field and the Ban-Opticon,"
in: Naoki Sakai & Jon Solomon (eds.), Trnaslation, Bioptics, Colonial

Difference (Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong Press, 2005), pp. 5-49.
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2 Christopher Dandeker, Surveillance, Power, and Modernity: Bureaucracy
and Discipline from 1700 to the Present Day (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1990).

3 Gary Marx, "La société de sécurité maximale," Déviance et société,
vol. 12, no. 2 (1988), pp. 147-166.
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Buckingham: Open University Press, 2001).

9  Marshall McLuhan, The Medium Is the Massage (California/ New York:
Bantam Books, 1967).
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12 Max Weber, Economie et Société (Paris: Plon, 1971).
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