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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with
other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS
employs resident researchers and administrative staff
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct
research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the main
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and
citizen today.
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The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) is an
independent institute for learning and research in
the fields of Social Sciences, Humanities, Public

Administration and Development Economics in Doha.

Through its academic programs and the research
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve its
mission of contributing to the formation of a new
generation of academics and intellectually independent
researchers who are proficient in international
scholarship standards and modern interdisciplinary
research methodologies and tools, and leading
professionals who can advance human knowledge and
respond to the needs of the Arab region, resulting in

social, cultural and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub
that will benefit the Arab region in particular. The
Institute supports academic research that deals with
Arab issues, in an atmosphere of institutional and

intellectual freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha
Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language to facilitate
its students and faculty members in their research of
the most important current issues related to the Arab
world and the wider international community. The
involvement of students in the most important research

projects is at the heart of the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and primary
language for education and research. English serves
as an accompaniment to Arabic, with both languages

used in presenting and research.

oalsl) dlizus go8T duigo Wl Olulyall dogull ugse
Llsd) 3loYly dsluilly desloizVl pslall § SlxNly Jls)

ezl ShsLadly

Gkl Olblisy dgdlSY) dowly IN> o da=bl Buy
diz 52555 § doalud! § diorl) alluy Geios J] Lol
oo opSaibly G586 olanadl oWy oueedSY) oo s
W) dnasdl Lok dioed) OlgaVls diblsl dealsd) yulzb!
e a0l suiahl 8ol e (laasdl Jo1us Tuw e
Gihil) Olols J] lwals Lol d8ymll B3 gsull

(bly eloazly 6 Sl skl dow § dpy=l

e @2 bl asdy 6,58 o pal 8ls3 pusld agmbl GRun
Lladly e U1 dealsll Ogondl wgmll gess . opls o0

Ay ,S8lg danabl )yl o 52 & eyl
Lulysg Ol gyl S me Oslatl Sgmbl Josy
b e doyall &l Lpold) dosWl gomes Sl
Lladll pal § Coxd) duwyadl aiza slasly azdlal Jlodl
18] s . Jsl mainkls el bladly 3l L3I sl

bl Sllezal o § disl golid) eal § ddbal)

doawy 8y alll Caomdl Bl oyl dl) gl daisy

dalll iy Comdly eudstl) delal ds plall Olasdl §
lasidy alsll Coully aledll & dadloe &%) 4)3ISHY
Lywlyog dalust) &n.oblg,u t)b @ Ol







<bwlya
Articles






-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L.L‘ LI.LL‘

o

https://doi.org/10.31430/NJJI6085 | 2026-09-13 | 2026-09-10 | 2026-08-06 |

ojlal Ha (qé dsNAYI e duw bl (U duw bl dudNAT-Y (o
layilg oy

From Amoral Politics to Immoral Politics: The Influence of the
Trump Administration
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This article examines the impact of sustained exposure to the rhetoric and practices
of US President Donald Trump’s administration on public moral values and ethical
norms, in the United States and elsewhere, distinguishing between amoral politics
and the justification of immoral political discourse and conduct. Adopting a critical
analytical approach, it explores how the relentless disregard for the truth, power politics
(might is right), exploitation of power for personal and partisan gain, contempt for
the law, and embrace of racism can normalize political behaviour that once warranted
accountability. It discusses the limits of political satire as a response or a purely
utilitarian critique of such practices absent an independent moral critique. The study
concludes that over time the discourse and practices of the current administration
may dull the public’s moral sensibility and erode the standards that govern the exercise
of power and accountability.

Morals and Politics, Democracy, Liberalism, Power Politics, Normalization
of Amorality, Trump Administration.
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Transition, Identity, and State-Building in Post-Assad Syria
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The Constitutional Legacy in Syria (1973-2024): Missed
Opportunities all along the way to the Assad Regime's Collapse

1wl AN aAan (@Uiyis (@ gjgul oUA (gjgiwall Cadl dnladl 0da JgUids
Lawole (U agygulgiwall g Judad JNA (1o (2024-2000) Lisu diolg (2000-1971)
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This study explores how the Syrian constitution transformed between 1973 and
2024, from a framework intended to regulate political authority into a functional
instrument designed to legitimize personalized, securitized, and partisan rule. The
study argues that the personalization of the presidency, the militarization of the state,
and the politicization of the public sphere have effectively stripped the constitution
of its contractual substance, giving rise to what may be termed a "constitutional
security state". It further argues that the regime squandered two critical opportunities
for constitutional reform - namely, the 2012 Constitution and the Constitutional
Committee process (2019-2024), thereby deepening the crisis of legal and political
legitimacy. The study concludes that restoring legitimacy and rebuilding the modern
Syrian state necessitates the establishment of a new constitutional compact grounded
in popular sovereignty, the civic nature of the state, judicial independence, and the
principles of transitional justice.

Constitution, Syria, Transitional Justice, Judiciary, Authoritarian Regime.
LYl Bsiog & ysrunl) OYselly Joll Gl § gt «ysw 43005 Eoly ¥
Academic and Researcher Specializing in International Law, Constitutional Transformations, and Human Rights.

Email: ibrahim.draji@damascusinstitute.org
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21  Kingdom of Spain, Spanish Constitution of 1978, art. 159, accessed on
9/3/2026, at: https://acr.ps/hBy2slq
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19  Republic of South Africa, The Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 1996, sec. 165, accessed on 4/3/2026, at: https://acr.ps/hBy2sZL

20  Portuguese Republic, Constitution of the Portuguese Republic, Seventh
Revision [2005], accessed on 10/3/2026, at: https://acr.ps/hBy2ssT
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23 Republic of Kenya, Constitution of Kenya, 2010, art. 58, accessed on
10/3/2026, at: https://acr.ps/hBy2sJu

24  Portuguese Republic, Constitution of the Portuguese Republic, Seventh
Revision [2005], Sec. 19.

25 Republic of South Africa, The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa,
1996, sec. 37, par. 4 & 5.

26  Republic of Kenya, Constitution of Kenya, 2010, art. 58, par. 6.


فإش
https://acr.ps/hBy2sJu

2026 jiqivw /Jglyi - 14 alaall - 82 aa<ll
Issue 82 - Volume 14 - September 2026

ladlz oo (Wobums Loalmon 4aaVl 85029 das S5w) Loyl
Cume a5 sz 3o ¥ Gstwd usll O dgiSlasly
Bzl Oy kGt 0ad Wl Lal Uy ceusd G5
&y Suslly &zl 834291 Jas Biws 45 dials Ol =l JiSys
I 85029 0de Jy5o5 mieg doubl Vsl blasd dewll Blos
Lass 5o Bk oleddl § oSkl Tudly ol 2ed Slgal
Llozy Lhyyy e 995 Jo ssdll ody) dpygiwall dibyll
QUY bl 0938l sy 3] sl dausy Y (Bsisdly dgull
2LV 0680 dalud!) Oilsdll slis] OF e JEL Jow s
13 Y1 gl Ologe 2 lasluseiul j9ou V" &y P g3
0rid Gleadl Hszeall Ll O o I3 ol o3l Sl
Olyedly Bsdodl duplos dyye oo Jo5 5 Osd of e
DB saodl Blasmy Ll A )l Basly & oiblsbl el Olods
Bolewd &l B2V goas o uST Ly S J] BLaJs
o 1 JEb) Jow e Ly 81 Ggio gtws ST ads .og5la)l
O s & Le Ol grwald sy Jass O Yl 321 e
ol 3laz 50 0,8 &Y 3smu V' il sy G002 [EWRSHA s
e LS giwd gy MV dmoly dis b dio ) Coud ol miay O
sz 0l 8ol LolSUl pliol s & oty il 5aY) of
b &y dodud] Ol glas] J] 5931sSYI ygrwd cads Loyl
855l o a5 Y HalsYl dslb] o e wSTls dsall dalul
ool s psds ¥l gladll Biws O g Azl oda (2585
glazly dbilly piudl dadbs) o Wass lyie dhylie
liSs «blas 995 oo 0s3ldls Sgtwadl Bl LYl 8582V
Jsoy ilsall odgs deg ikl xe 5elsVl £33 Slsz pas
LuiSes 0l dhcais djgiwd duwds d] WYl gladl
A 5yz Lo g9 Ll ay § 8151 0550 Y crazzebl dlas
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29  Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany (as Amended up to Act
of December 23, 2014 [1949]), sec. 87/a, par. 1, accessed on 12/3/2026, at:
https://acr.ps/hBy2shs

30 Ibid, sec. 87/a, par. 2.
31 Kingdom of Spain, Spanish Constitution of 1978, sec. 104, par. 1.

32 Republic of South Africa, The Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 1996, sec. 199, par. 5.

33 Ibid, par. 6.
34  Republic of Kenya, Constitution of Kenya, 2010, art. 328, par. 2 (a).

35  Republic of Ecuador, Ecuador's Constitution of 2008 with Amendments
through 2021, accessed on 11/5/2026, at: https://acr.ps/hBy2t05
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40  Republic of Kenya, Constitution of Kenya, 2010, art. 239, par. 4.

41  Republic of Ghana, Constitution of the Republic of Ghana, 1992 (rev.
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State-building and Social Contract in Post-Assad Syria:
A Constitutive Approach
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The idea of state-building in post-Assad Syria faces formidable challenges, most notably
deep social and sectarian divisions and political complexities. The Syrian revolution
revealed a deep political and social crisis, reflected in the disconnection between state and
society and the state's inability to adapt to social changes. This study contends to rebuild
the state the relationship between state and society must be redefined through a new
social contract. Adopting a critical analytical approach, the study examines the political,
sociological, and normative foundations of the state, with particular attention to obstacles
such as sectarianism, fragmented collective identity, and the relationship between religion
and politics. It concludes that Syria's crisis is rooted in the erosion of the state in favour of an
authoritarian and repressive governing structure. The study therefore calls for a transition
toward a contractual model of the state based on a new model of political interaction between
society, the state, and authority. Its main contribution lies in proposing a more balanced and
context-sensitive framework for the relationship between society and the state.

Syria, State, Contractualism/ Social Contract, Collective Identity, Secularism,
Political Legitimacy, Sectarianism.
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This study examines transformations in the perception of national identity in Syria during
the post-conflict period, addressing the central question: How are Syrians redefining their
national identity amid the reconfiguration of the state? The study seeks to fill a gap in the
literature by connecting theoretical approaches to identity with a quantitative analysis of
data from the 2025 Arab Opinion Index survey in Syria. It employs a logistic regression
model to examine the effects of demographic, socioeconomic, educational, and sectarian
variables, as well as their interactions. The findings indicate that national identity in Syria is
not strongly associated with conventional individual-level characteristics; rather, it is shaped
primarily by political and spatial contexts, with higher education and the interaction between
sectarian affiliation and geography emerging as significant factors. The study concludes that
national identity is not a fixed structure but rather an ongoing process of construction, even
if its constitutive elements may appear stable. This process is closely linked to rebuilding
the state on the foundations of citizenship and equality. The study recommends investing in
education, strengthening trust in institutions, and addressing regional inequalities.
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This study traces the shift in the relationship between the Assad regime and the Alawite
community during the Syrian war from one structured around protection and loyalty to
one marked by exhaustion, disillusionment, and internal fragmentation. It argues that the
Alawite community was never a homogeneous social bloc, and that the early alignment
of broad Alawite segments with the regime can be attributed to the intersection between
the regime's instrumentalization of existential fear and anxieties produced by escalating
violence and sectarian rhetoric. The study adopts an interpretive qualitative approach based
on interviews with participants from Syria's coastal region, alongside a critical reading of
relevant literature. It argues that the prolonged war, increased human losses, the decline
in living conditions, and the emergence of war-economy networks gradually eroded the
implicit authoritarian bargain between the regime and its Alawite base. It concludes that
while this erosion alone does not explain the fall of the regime, it reveals an important
internal dimension of the collapse, as sectarianism transformed from a tool of mobilization
and control into a political and social burden increasingly unable to reproduce loyalty.

Syria, Assad Regime, Alawite Community, Implicit Authoritarian Contract,
Political Sectarianism, War Economy.
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This article examines the reconfiguration of power in post-Assad Syria through the lens
of neo-patrimonialism. It asks whether the policies, appointments, and institutional
reforms adopted by the new leadership mark a substantive departure from personalist and
clientelist rule, or a recalibration of authoritarian governance within a new ideological
and organizational framework. Drawing on a theory-guided qualitative analysis of
presidential decrees, official discourse, elite appointments, and institutional restructuring
between December 2024 and March 2026, it argues that the emerging order combines
bureaucratic expansion with personalized control. While new institutions project
legality, reform, and technocratic governance, effective authority remains concentrated
in presidency-linked bodies, trusted intermediaries, familial networks, and former HTS/
Idlib elites. Strategic moderation and institutional reform thus function less as evidence of
democratization than as mechanisms for adapting, legitimizing, and consolidating neo-
patrimonial authority. Although this configuration may provide short-term cohesion
and administrative flexibility, it risks constraining institutional autonomy, meritocratic
governance, and durable political inclusion.

Neopatrimonialism, Syria, Post-Assad Syria, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
Political Transition, Clientelism, Personalistic Rule.
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Geopolitics at the Margins?
Reconsidering Genealogies of Critical Geopolitics
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Critical geopolitics has become one of the most vibrant parts of political geography. However
it remains a particularly western way of knowing which has been much less attentive to
other traditions of thinking. This paper engages with Pan-Africanism, and specifically the
vision of the architect of post-colonial Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, to explore this overlooked
contribution to critical engagements with geopolitics. Pan-Africanism sought to forge
alternative post-colonial worlds to the binary geopolitics of the Cold War and the geopolitical
economy of neo-colonialism. The academic division of labour has meant that these ideas
have been consigned to African studies rather than being drawn into wider debates around
the definitions of key disciplinary concepts. However Nyerere's continental thinking can be
seen as a form of geopolitical imagination that challenges dominant neo-realist projections,
and which still has much to offer contemporary political geography.

Subaltern Geopolitics, Pan-Africanism, Critical Geopolitics, Postcolonialism.
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