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Geopolitics at the Margins?
Reconsidering Genealogies of Critical Geopolitics
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Critical geopolitics has become one of the most vibrant parts of political geography. However
it remains a particularly western way of knowing which has been much less attentive to
other traditions of thinking. This paper engages with Pan-Africanism, and specifically the
vision of the architect of post-colonial Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, to explore this overlooked
contribution to critical engagements with geopolitics. Pan-Africanism sought to forge
alternative post-colonial worlds to the binary geopolitics of the Cold War and the geopolitical
economy of neo-colonialism. The academic division of labour has meant that these ideas
have been consigned to African studies rather than being drawn into wider debates around
the definitions of key disciplinary concepts. However Nyerere's continental thinking can be
seen as a form of geopolitical imagination that challenges dominant neo-realist projections,
and which still has much to offer contemporary political geography.
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